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SHIRLEY DE LA HUNTY 
DR PAT CRANLEY 

CHEYNES BEACH ROAD, TURN-OFF 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [6.06 pm]:  If time allows, I will speak on a number of topics.  I will 
speak very briefly.  I must say that I was very disappointed in the attitude of The West Australian in its reporting 
of the last few days of Shirley de la Hunty’s life.  It is very possible that it is the last time that that wonderful 
lady, an example for many people in many different fields, will be the subject of a headline.  I think it is very sad 
and a condemnation of our society today that the possible final headline about her will be that of a drunkard in 
despair rather than of the wonderful and full life that she led.  She is possibly the most famous Western 
Australian of all time.  We need to use people like her as good examples, not bad ones. 

I also mention the recent passing of Dr Pat Cranley, whose name may be known to some members.  He was still 
a practising general practitioner up to his death at the age of 75.  It was recently announced that he was given a 
community award, although I do not know whether he actually received it, for his time working with aged and 
underprivileged people in his medical practice.  Hon Barry House is looking at me keenly.  I understand that, for 
many years, Dr Cranley was very involved in the Western Australia Trotting Association through his work with 
St John Ambulance.  He may have been the head doctor. 

To the relief of the Leader of the House I will be very brief.  I have spoken several times in this House about the 
turn-off to Cheynes Beach Road.  Another very serious accident occurred one week ago.  It involved a plantation 
timber truck travelling downhill towards Albany.  It swerved to avoid a four-wheel drive vehicle that was 
apparently half on the wrong side of the road.  The truck overturned and the road was closed for half an hour as 
plantation logs were across it.  I was told today that the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has put the 
turn-off on a higher priority and may look at it next year.  That is an improvement and, fortunately, no-one was 
hurt in the accident.  I have also spoken about overtaking lanes in the area several times.  I will continue to do so.  
I believe the department is looking at improvements for 2006.  That is quite appalling because that will be in 
another term of government; very possibly another party in power.  Will the people concerned have to start all 
over again?  The situation down there is bordering on the negligent.  I think it is arrogance in the absolute 
extreme.  We should not wait for someone to be killed before we do something.  We are living in times in which 
the federal Government has a budget surplus of a size that we can hardly imagine.  I am sure that if it were 
stacked up in one dollar coins it would reach to the sky.  The State Government is claiming that it has a huge 
surplus.  Well, for pity’s sake, let us do some good with it.  Let us not just have election promises and those sorts 
of things.  Let us do something useful with the money.  If there were a fatal accident on that road in the 
immediate future, I am sure the money would be found and improvements to that road would suddenly become a 
priority.  The Government is on public notice.  It has received deputations.  I have spoken on this subject several 
times.  Why not do something about it before one person is killed, or a complete car load of people are killed?  I 
thank the House for its time.  

House adjourned at 6.10 pm 
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